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Objectives of the webinar
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Getting you to know 

useful projects and 

experiences from our 

DIHs on AI projects

Showing insights on the 

funding for AI projects 

available at European 

level for SMEs

Understand the 

experience of SMEs that 

have successfully 

accessed funding from 

European calls



Agenda

Time Session

10:00 - 10:05
Welcome greetings and introduction 
Jaime Alessandro Codagnone, Associate, Intellera Consulting

10:05 - 10:15

Navigating the SME landscape: Success and challenges in reaching SMEs
Dr. Stefan Voigt, Director at Mittelstand-Digital Zentrum Magdeburg
DIH Saxony Anhalt: AI projects, expertise and experiments
Vivekanandhan Viswanathan, Research Associate, Fraunhofer IFF

10:15 - 10:25
DIGIHALL Systematic: AI projects, expertise and experiments
Thierry Louvet, Director of Europe & International Affairs, Systematic Paris Region

10:25 – 10:35
Funding for SMEs: AI funding in Europe
Thierry Louvet, Director of Europe & International Affairs, Systematic Paris Region

10:35 – 11:05

Funding for SMEs – Cascade funding: Tips and advice from successful applicants
1) UrbyetOrbit Land Digitalizer
Isabella Condino, Head of the International and EU Affairs Department of Confapi & Mauro Venanzi,CEO of 
UrbyetOrbit
2) AI4clearence 
Emilio Mulet, Director at Usyncro

111:05 - 11:20 Q&A Session

111:20 – 11:30 Closing Remarks



NAVIGATING THE SME LANDSCAPE: SUCCESSES 

AND CHALLENGES IN REACHING SMALL AND 

MEDIUM ENTERPRISES

Mittelstand-Digital Zentrum Magdeburg

Dr. Stefan Voigt

Director



Successes and Challenges in Reaching Small and Medium Enterprises2

Mittelstand-Digital and our Center1

Inhalt
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The “Mittelstand-Digital” Initiative (funded by Federal Ministry for 

Economic Affairs and Climate Action)
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See: Mittelstand Digital - What is Mittelstand-Digital?

https://www.mittelstand-digital.de/MD/Navigation/DE/Service/EnglischeSeite/englische-seite.html


FOCUS TOPICS OF MITTELSTAND-DIGITAL CENTER 

MAGDEBURG
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Common 

overlaps

Acceptance & Organization IT-Strategies & -Security

Digital Business Models

Nachhaltige
Sustainable Automation & 

Crosslinking

AI & Maschine Learning



Focus

AI & Maschine Learning
What can artificial intelligence already do? Chances and Challenges



Mittelstand-Digital Center Magdeburg – Current Services on 3 Levels 

9

Information and Sensitization

• Information Material and CheckUp

• Sensitization of SME in talks/speeches 

Qualification 

• Offline: Workshops and Seminars 

• Online: eLearning and Blended Learning

Direct Support 

• Mobile Consultation (up to three times)

• Mini Projects, Convoy Support

For free



Successes and Challenges in Reaching Small and Medium Enterprises2

Mittelstand-Digital and our Center1

Inhalt
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Demonstrators provide

AI to touch
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How do we reach SME in Saxony-Anhalt?

• One Team: a Center not single partner 

• Connected: transfer partners and other Centers 

• Language: speak the language of the target group

• Flexibility: don’t stick to the plan 

• Marketing: be everywhere (Web, Facebook, Twitter, 

LinkedIn, Instagram, Newsletter) and have an 

excellent marketing team

• Innovative: try out new forms of transfer 

• Adaptive: collect feedback and react 

• Tenacious: series of events better than single 

workshops 

• Professional: good processes and experts with 

practical experience 



Showing the bigger Picture: Series of short Webinars and Deep Dive 

Workshops
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• Problem: how to reach the 

technical level? 

• Bringing a series of events to 

the market instead of single 

workshops

• Make them bookable separatly

• Giving detailed information and 

context (SEO!) 

• Working with multipliers to 

reach the target group 



AI-Workshops & 

Seminars
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Riding the Wave: ChatGPT as a Door Opener! 
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https://www.digitalzentrum-magdeburg.de/termine/mit-chatgpt-zum-erfolg-ki-gestuetzte-loesungen-fuer-ihr-unternehmen-2/

• Using the ChatGPT-Hype

• Show what is already possible

• Giving concreate hints for 

different use cases

• Cross-selling: other helpful AI 

workshops

https://www.digitalzentrum-magdeburg.de/termine/mit-chatgpt-zum-erfolg-ki-gestuetzte-loesungen-fuer-ihr-unternehmen-2/


Keep in Contact!

15

www.digitalzentrum-magdeburg.de

@vernetztwachsen

linkedin.com/company/vernetztwachsen

instagram.com/vernetztwachsen

facebook.com/vernetztwachsen



Happy to Answer your Questions!
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Dr. Stefan Voigt

Mittelstand-Digital Zentrum Magdeburg 
c/o  ZPVP GmbH

Sandtorstraße 23

39106 Magdeburg

0391 / 544 86 222

stefan.voigt@vernetzt-wachsen.de

www.digitalzentrum-magdeburg.de



Fraunhofer Institute for Factory Operation and Automation IFF Magdeburg

—
AI experiments in DIH4AI



- Informationsklassifizierung -© Fraunhofer IFF / März 2022

Experiments under DIH4AI 

26.01.2024 © FraunhoferSeite 18

▪ Limited Budgets: Ensuring cost-effective solutions.

▪ Lack of AI Expertise: Providing access to AI know-how and 

support.

▪ Data Challenges: Assisting with data collection and 

analytics.

▪ Integration Issues: Offering adaptable AI tools that fit 

existing systems.

▪ Cybersecurity Risks: Strengthening defenses through AI 

security protocols.

▪ Cultural Hurdles: Encouraging a culture of innovation and 

AI acceptance.

Better access to Finance 

AI adopter ecosystem

AI Maturity 
assessment

Technology based Risk 
Management

Challenges SMEs face in integrating 
AI into their operations
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The AI adopter community  

26.01.2024 © FraunhoferSeite 19

For the Saxony-Anhalt region www.ki-kollektiv.info
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The AI adopter community backend 

26.01.2024 © FraunhoferSeite 20

The one-stop shop 

•EU and German funding related 
consultation for SMEs

•News and information on AI

•Events and workshops to bring AI 
awareness to SMEs through AI demonstator
walkthrough at Elbfabrik

•Barrier-free access to AI experts of the IFF

•AI-Check up for providing CBA (a form of 
test before invest) 

The 
community 

platform 
hosted in 

Discord is a 
gateway to,

https://discord.gg/ysKRC4cE

Join our community today!



- Informationsklassifizierung -© Fraunhofer IFF / März 2022

Upcoming events

26.01.2024 © FraunhoferSeite 21

MONSTER OR MAGIC 
PILL – EXPLORING AI 
RISKS AND MEASURES 
WITH SERIOUS GAMES

23RD NOVEMBER

EXPERIENCE AI IN THE 
FACTORY OF THE 
FUTURE 

9TH NOVEMBER



Thank you for your attention! 

Vivekanandhan Viswanathan
Research Associate, Strategic Research Mangement

Fraunhofer-Institute for Factory operations and Automation IFF
Sandtorstr. 22, 39106 Magdeburg, Germany

Telefone +49 391 4090 411
vivekanandhan.viswanathan@iff.fraunhofer.de

Scan to reach out to me!



H2020 Innovation Action - This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement N. 101017057

Introduction to 
DIGIHALL
DIGIHALL's AI expertise and projects 



EDIH « DIGIHALL » Paris-Saclay
DIGIHALL is a reference hub of academia, 

research institutions, competitiveness clusters, 

technology transfer in the Ile-de-France region, 

located at the heart of the Paris-Saclay

innovation ecosystem. 

Thanks to its concentration of higher education 

and research institutions and laboratories, 

DIGIHALL aims to be a one-stop-shop dedicated 

to digital transformation of SMEs, Midcaps and 

startups with impact of its activity spreading 

throughout Europe.

DIGIHALL aims to deliver Easy and Responsible AI 

for Industries, relying on Cybersecurity and HPC 

expertise.



VENUS

MARS

MERCURY

30%

60%

10%

DIGIHALL's goal is to facilitate SMEs’ access to digital 
technologies (AI, etc.)



VENUS

MARS

MERCURY

30%

10%

DIGIHALL's services:
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DIGIHALL
AI Experiments
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Provider Organisation: Website: Language(s) available: Domains Covered: Cost: Format: Target Group: Target Employee: Execution Time: Outcomes: 

<Name> <URL> <EN/FR/CZ/DE/…> AI / I4.0 / Software Development / Digitalization free/paying service Online Survey / Customized Workshop / etc. SME / Start-Up / etc. CEO, CTO, Software Developer, Engineer, etc. Minutes / Hours / Days

Recommendations for next steps, individual roadmap, 

Classification/Benchmarking, Use case identification/ consulting, 

training, etc.

bpifrancehttps://www.bpifrance.fr/catalogue-offres/soutien-a-linnovation/diagnostic-data-intelligence-artificielleFR AI

between €3,000 and 

€10,000 excluding VAT 

depending on the 

intensity of the 

Analysis and consulting service provided by 

an expert in data-driven transformation

through data with the company's director 

SME and scale-up CEO

3 to 10 days depending 

on the intensity of the 

support over a 2 weeks to 

3 months period

Depending on the degree of analysis intensity selected, the 

expert provides the company with a final report including:

- A summary of the context, issues, development paths and 

recommendations,

CCI France https://digipilote.eu/home FR Digitalization paying service Online Survey SME CEO
Digipilote enables the CCI advisor to carry out a diagnosis 

and to support the company.

AGORIA (Belgium) https://www.agoria-digiscan.be/?lang=en FR/EN/NL Digitalization Free Online Survey SME CEO 20 minutes

Personalised report containing your digital maturity 

compared to the digital champions (top 20%) and specific 

advice.

CEGOS https://www.onlineassessmenttool.com/fr/transformation-digitale-vos-equipes-sont-elles-dans-la-course/assessment-62839FR Digitalization Free Online Survey SME CEO 5 minutes

After entering the email address, results are displayed on a 

page and sent by email with a focus on the status of the 

company's digital roadmap, encouragement to continue the 

effort as well as strategy tips to accelerate with digital.

bpifrance

https://auth.web.bpifrance.fr/mga/sps/a

uthsvc?PolicyId=urn:ibm:security:authenti

cation:asf:LoginBPI&TAM_OP=login&URL

=%2Fmga%2Fsps%2Fauth%3FPartnerId%3

DYdaGZikOi2zIZ6ftRVaY%26Target%3Dhtt

ps%253A%252F%252Fapp.bel.bpifrance.fr

FR Digitalization Free Online Survey SME and scale-up CEO 15 minutes

The platform analyses all the digital levers that can be 

activated by the company at all levels to: sell, produce, 

manage its activity or develop its organisation.

The manager receives personalised recommendations to 

support their transformation.

AGEFOS PME https://smartdiag.opcoep.fr/ FR Digitalization Free Online Survey SME CEO 15 minutes

The tool generates results with graphs and comments. It 

proposes elements of comparison with companies in similar 

sector of activity or on another criterion such as: company 

size, region…

MEDEF http://www.diag-numerique.fr/ FR Digitalization Free Online Survey SME CEO 10 minutes

After this test, the site suggests ways to improve, provides 

advice on how to achieve this and presents examples of 

good practice, notably in the form of video testimonials.

VTT (Finland) https://eit.aimaturity.vtt.fi/ FR/EN/DE/SU/ES/IT/PL AI Free Online Survey SME CEO

By taking the questionnaire, you will get:

- a first estimation of your organisation’s AI maturity level

- your organisation’s AI maturity level compared to other 

companies

MEDEF/French Digital/DGEFPhttps://medef.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_ehqj18vEkIbzAi2 FR AI Free Online Survey SME CEO 30 minutes

It identifies use cases where the integration of this 

technology is possible and the steps to be taken to achieve 

it.

ADMA TranS4MErs
https://trans4mers.eu/blog/post/62

/adma-trans4mers-scan
EN Digitalization Free Online Survey SME CEO 15-25 minutes

Summary report on the maturity level of the manufacturing 

SME. SME’s average maturity score, including a visual of 

how the company performs in each area compared to the 

Factory of the Future benchmark and average scores of 

other SMEs in the programme who have submitted their 

 IA Singapour et Initiative 

pour l'intelligence artificielle 

appliquée

https://gpaihfia.fr/evaluation-aimind/ FR AI Free Online Survey SME CEO 5 minutes

Printable AI Assessment report giving the level of AI 

awareness based on the answers given to the on line 

questionnaire giving an average score. A table illustrates 

the common capabilities, characteristics, and AI adoption 

suitability for organisations in each category of AI readiness 

(AI Unaware; AI Aware; AI Ready; AI Competent)

I       -PAR-1:  AI maturityassessments



Are you an SME?

Do you work with AI?

Try for free our 
Trustworthy AI 
Assessment !

I-PAR-2 AI Ethical 
Assessment

H2020 Innovation Action - This project has received funding from the European Union’s 
Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement N. 101017057



“Data for 

AI” webinar

21/9/2021

“Which 

applications 

for what types 

of AI?” 

webinar

22/3/2022

“The Paris-

Region AI 

SMEs” 

webinar

8/3/2022

I-PAR-3: A Iadopters’ ecosystem



Intitulé de la formation Nom organisme ou établissement Ville (Région) Niveau de formation Principaux objectifs Métiers visés (si précisé) / Débouchés Public visé - prérequis

Certificat de spécialité : de l'Information à la 

Décision par l'Analyse et l'Apprentissage (IODAA)

Agroparistech 
Paris Niveau I

former les futurs ingénieurs aux problèmes, méthodes et techniques liées à la découverte de nouvelles 

connaissances par l'exploration de l'immense univers des données numérisées. Il s'agit d'un ensemble de 

méthodes et techniques nouvelles et puissantes en science des données pour aider à comprendre le monde, en 

synergie avec les trois autres grandes approches que sont l'expérimentation, la modélisation et la simulation.

NP élèves d'Agroparitech ayant obtenu leur deuxième année

LICENCE MATHÉMATIQUES ET INFORMATIQUE 

APPLIQUÉES AUX SCIENCES HUMAINES ET 

SOCIALES (MIASHS)

Aix Marseille Université - AMU 
Aix-en-Provence

Niveau II  

La licence MIASHS forme ses étudiants à comprendre, analyser et interpréter des problèmes sociaux-

économiques complexes. Par définition, c’est une licence pluridisciplinaire qui s'adresse à des étudiants voulant 

acquérir en trois années une triple compétence en mathématiques, en informatique et en sciences humaines et 

sociales.

Chargé d'études en statistiques et sciences humaines et sociales

attaché de RH, gestionnaire de patrimoine

chef de projet

économètre

ingénieur de recherche…

Niveau Bac (S ou ES)

Master sciences et technologies mention 

informatique parcours intelligence artificielle et 

apprentissage automatique

Aix Marseille Université - AMU 
Marseille Niveau I

Formation de professionnels de l'informatique au niveau bac+5. L'objectif est d'offrir aux étudiants un large 

spectre de compétences et de savoirs afin de rendre accessibles des emplois de haut niveau dans le monde de 

l'entreprise, ainsi que dans celui de la recherche, ou dans d'autres organisations. La mention informatique offre 

une palette de six parcours adaptés à plusieurs secteurs de l'informatique. Les diplômés auront donc accès à 

une grande diversité de métiers et de carrières.

Ingénieur R&D

Chargé de veille ou de recherche

Enseignant-chercheur ou chercheur

Chef de projet

Concepteur graphique, jeux vidéo et réalité virtuelle

Ingénieur études et développement

Consultant technique ou fonctionnel

Responsable de la sécurité des SI

Responsable qualité

Ingénieur test et validation

« Data scientist » ou « Data analyst »

Administrateur de bases de données

Ingénieur intégration

Etudiants ayant une licence générale en informatique

Master sciences et technologies mention 

neurosciences

Aix Marseille Université - AMU 
Marseille Niveau I

L’objectif de la formation est de donner à l’étudiant un bagage de compétences à la fois spécialisé sans pour 

autant laisser dans l’ombre des sujets importants du domaine. C’est pourquoi, une partie significative 

d’enseignements communs est dispensée.

Le deuxième objectif est de former les étudiants par la recherche et donc de pousser les étudiants vers 

l’autonomie et la capacité à apprendre (au moins en partie) par eux-mêmes.

 emplois de cadres (chercheurs, enseignants-chercheurs, attachés de recherche 

clinique, ingénieurs, chefs de projet…) en recherche et développement dans les 

domaines fondamentaux et finalisés

Étudiants en Sciences, Santé, Psychologie.

Master sciences humaines et sociales mention 

sciences cognitives

Aix Marseille Université - AMU 
Aix-en-Provence Niveau I

 master vise à former des ingénieurs cogniticiens et à préparer aux métiers de la recherche en sciences 

cognitives. Cette formation fournira les connaissances académiques sur le fonctionnement de l’esprit humain et 

les connaissances techniques et méthodologiques nécessaires à l’évaluation, l’analyse et la modélisation du 

fonctionnement cognitif. La maîtrise des techniques d’imagerie cérébrale, des outils issus de la neuropsychologie 

(tests, techniques de remédiation, thérapie cognitive) et des méthodes computationnelles sera au cœur de la 

formation

Ingénieur cogniticien

métiers de la recherche en sciences cognitives (Communication 

numérique,Expérience utilisateur, marketing, santé, éducation…)

Niveau bac+3 minimum.

Sélection à l'entrée au M1 et au M2

Ingénierie cognitique et facteur humain
Bordeaux INP- ENSC (Ecole Nationale Supérieure de 

Cognitique)
Talence

L'objectif est de donner à des spécialistes industriels une culture scientifique et technique concernant la conception et 

la sécurité des systèmes complexes impliquant des hommes.
NP Salariés, travailleurs indépendants, personnes visant une reconversion ou en recherche d’emploi.

Msc in Artificiel Intelligence Centrale Supélec Paris Niveau I

Our program is unique in terms of curriculum since it encircles the field both with model/symbolic-driven and data-

driven artificial intelligence methods as well as their applications to critical domains like natural language processing, 

visual computing, internet and retail.

This unique end-to-end from theory to practice program entirely offered in English with outstanding quality of classes 

and instructors offers you a unique opportunity of excellence in terms of curriculum towards becoming an artificial 

intelligence architect and amazing career perspectives in the hottest discipline of this century.

Master 1 en ingénierie, mathématiques, statistiques, informatique, physique

Ingénieur spécialité informatique 
CFA SUP NOUVELLE-AQUITAINE 

CNAM en convention avec l'Université de Poitiers
Chasseneuil-du-Poitou

information non 

communiquée

Maîtriser les techniques de collecte de données, de fouilles de données dans le but de pouvoir analyser des 

données complexes et de grande dimension

Maîtriser des langages et des logiciels de statistique et de mathématiques appliquées et pouvoir communiqu

M1801 : Administration de systèmes d'information Niveau bac+ 3 minimum

MASTER Sciences humaines et sociales mention 

humanités numériques
CNAM Paris Niveau I

Collecte et préparation des données en vue d’un traitement informatisé contribuant à répondre à des problématiques 

exprimées par des organisations et/ou des métiers.

Analyse des données pour produire des informations, des indicateurs utiles aux organisations ou à des individus.

Pilotage de la qualité des données avant le traitement informatisé au regard des valeurs sociétales.

Gestion d'un projet « data » dans une organisation.

Conception des services de données pour transformer des activités sociétales.

M1802 : Expertise et support en systèmes d'information

M1805 : Études et développement informatique

M1403 : Études et prospectives socio-économiques

M1806 : Conseil et maîtrise d'ouvrage en systèmes d'information

Bac+3 minimum

Diplôme d'ingénieur Spécialité informatique 

parcours Informatique modélisation optimisation

CNAM - site de Tours , site de Bourges, site d'Orléans

Tours Niveau I
Se spécialiser en modélisation et optimisation afin d'appréhender la résolution de problèmes d'optimisation ou 

d'intelligence artificielle.

M1803 : Direction des systèmes d'information

• M1805 : Études et développement informatique

• M1810 : Production et exploitation de systèmes d'information

niveau bac+2 minimum

Datascience au service du Marketing et de la 

Relation client - ESC115

CNAM DE BRETAGNE Rennes, Brest, Vannes, Ploufragan, 

Lannion, Lorient
sans niveau spécifique

Elle montre comment la datascience, c'est à dire l'analyse de données massives et souvent non structurées 

éclaire la décision marketing.

Avoir un niveau bac + 2 . Expérience professionnelle 

minimale de 2 ans souhaitable

Datavisualisation pour tous - NTD204
CNAM DE BRETAGNE Rennes, Brest, Vannes, Ploufragan, 

Lannion, Lorient
sans niveau spécifique

L'UE " la datavisualisation pour tous "  s'inscrit dans la volonté d'accompagner l'évolution rapide des métiers 

face aux problématiques de traitement visuelle de l'information directement amplifiées par le  développement 

du  Big data et de l'Open data. Da

Minimum niveau bac + 3

Digital RH et Intelligence Artificielle - FPG226
CNAM DE BRETAGNE Rennes, Brest, Vannes, Ploufragan,

Lannion, Lorient

information non 

communiquée

Savoir mener une transformation digitale au sein d'une équipe

- Connaître les outils de transformation dans le domaine RH

- Avoir une vue d'ensemble des pratiques de grandes et petites entreprises dans le management avec le 

numérique

 M1502 : Développement des ressources humaines

• M1503 : Management des ressources humaines
Tout public, pas de niveau spécifique

Innovations territoriales et données numériques - 

CS6100A

CNAM DE BRETAGNE Rennes, Brest, Vannes, Ploufragan, 

Lannion, Lorient
sans niveau spécifique

Concevoir une politique numérique et un dispositif de management des données en l'inscrivant dans une 

démarche d'évolution de l'action publique et de développement des territoires (prospective, analyses et 

arbitrage)

Soutenir l'innovation en termes de cré

Chief Data Officer

 Maîtrise d'ouvrage projets numériques,  Chef de projet innovation numérique

Responsable de programmes Smart City (Villes Intelligentes)

Responsable de programmes Open Data

Chargé de valorisation des ressources numériques

Chargé d'étude

un public de professionnels (gestion des territoires; 

urbanisme/aménagement; politiques publiques, stratégie 

numérique/TIC/informatique, 

information/communication) qui souhaitent acquérir une 

spécialisation de haut niveau dans leur domaine 

d'activité,

- à

I-PAR-4: CartographyAI training offer



Trustworthy AI in the EU 
ecosystem 

X-PAR-1: Pan-EU AI 
Adopters Ecosystem

H2020 Innovation Action - This project has received funding from the European Union’s 
Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement N. 101017057



Welcome & Introduction01

Accountable Federated Machine Learning 
in Bavarias municipalities

02
03

AGENDA

04

10:00 - 10:10

Pan-EU AI Adopters
Trustworthy AI in 
the EU ecosystem

What is “Trustworthy AI”? 
Sara Mancini, AI Ethics’ expert and Senior Manager at Intellera
consulting

Thierry Louvet, Europe and international affairs Director at 
Systematic Paris Region

Tomas Bueno Momcilovic, Scientific Researcher at Fortiss GmbH

Towards the engineering of TAI 
applications for critical systems
Bertrand Braunschweig; Scientific coordinator of the Confiance.ai 
programme

05 Accountable Federated Machine 
Learning in Bavarias municipalities
Tomas Bueno Momcilovic, Scientific Researcher at Fortiss GmbH

06 Q&A and final remarks

10:10 - 10:25

10:25 - 10:40

10:40 - 10:55

10:55 – 11:10

11:10 – 11:25
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EU funding for AI



Horizon Europe

VENUS

MARS

MERCURY

30%

60%

Source : European Commission

Budget global : 95,5 Mrd €



Destination 3: World-leading Data and Computing 
Technologies

VENUS

MARS

MERCURY

30%

60%

10%

Data sharing and analytics capacity

▪ HORIZON-CL4-2024-DATA-01-01: AI-driven data operations and compliance 

technologies (AI, data and robotics partnership) (IA) / TRL 6-7

o 8 to 10 M€ per project - 4 projects funded (38 M€)

o Provide Common European data spaces and AI data provision with reliable 

mechanisms to monitor, control and track/record transactions on data, to 

ensure compliance

Opening: 15/11/2023

Closing:   19/03/2024



Destination 4: Digital & Emerging Technologies for 
Competitiveness and Fit for the Green Deal

VENUS

MARS

MERCURY

30%

60%

10%

AI, Data and Robotics

HORIZON-CL4-2024-DIGITAL-EMERGING-01-03 : Novel paradigms and approaches, towards 

AI-powered robots – step change in functionality (AI, data and robotics partnership) (RIA)

o Around 8M€ per project - 4 projects funded (30 M€) - start at TRL 2-3 and end at TRL 4-5 

o Stand out from leading-edge solutions and meet more complex functional challenges, in 

particular make a significant enhancement to the navigation capabilities

HORIZON-CL4-2024-DIGITAL-EMERGING-01-04 : Industrial leadership in AI, Data and 

Robotics boosting competitiveness and the green transition (AI Data and Robotics 

Partnership) (IA)

o Around 10M€ per project – 6 projects funded (60 M€) - start at TRL 3-5 and end at TRL 6-7 

o Contribute to 1 of the following 2 outcomes: Creation of systems to address large scale 

challenges

1. using combined robotics data and AI solutions

2. using combined AI and data solutions

Opening: 15/11/2023

Closing:   19/03/2024



Destination 6: A human-centred and ethical development 
of digital and industrial technologies
Leadership in AI based on trust

HORIZON-CL4-2024-HUMAN-01-06: Explainable and Robust AI (AI Data and 

Robotics Partnership) (RIA)

o 9 to 10 M€ per project - 3 projects funded (30 M€) - start at TRL 2-3 and end at 

TRL 4-5 

o Contribution to one of the following outcomes:
i. Enhanced robustness, performance and reliability of AI systems

ii. Improved explainability and accountability, transparency and autonomy of AI 

systems

HORIZON-CL4-2024-HUMAN-01-07: Collaborative intelligence – combining the 

best of machine and human (AI Data and Robotics Partnership) (RIA)

o Around 5 M€ per project - 4 projects funded (20 M€) - start at TRL 2-3 and end 

at TRL 4-5 

o Demonstrate the value of human-machine collaboration and interaction and

Demonstrate how collaborative decision-making improves over human decision-

making



« Cascade funding? »
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« Cascade funding? »

« Cascade funding » = FSTP - Financial Support to Third Parties

Mechanism for redistributing European subsidies to start-ups and SMEs 

(up to 70% of the total budget of a project) through competitive open calls

Categories of subsidies: Mini-grants, Vouchers, in-kind support, etc. 

Examples of EU funded projects with open calls:



« Cascade funding? »



« Cascade funding? »



UrbyetOrbit Land Digitalizer 
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Confapi Digital Innovation Hub

Confapi DIH is the essential digital part of Confapi, the Italian Confederation of Small and

Medium-sized Enterprises that represents 116,000 SMEs and more than 1 million

employees across Italy.

Confapi DIH was created with the following objectives:

▪ Effectively support associated companies in the digital transition,

▪ Boost innovation among SMEs to increase SMEs competitiveness ,

▪ Support SMEs in implementing all Industry 4.0 aspects,

▪ Spread the digital culture, knowledge, and technology,

▪ improve SMEs’ workers’ digital skills and knowledge.

Among the services of Confapi DIH are:

▪ Promotion and dissemination of digital services, technology, and innovative products;

▪ Education and training to improve the digital skills of workers and entrepreneurs;

▪ Access to facilities and laboratories to test technologies and prototypes;

▪ Legal support to be in compliance with the current legislation, IPRs, policies, and ethical guidelines;

▪ Creation of wide networks with other DIHs in order to share best practices, experience, information, and views;

▪ Supporting startups and SMEs to search and apply for EU financial opportunities.



Confapi DIH – Support to find investments and funds

Confapi DIH has SME-tailored services and supports companies through all the steps of project management,

besides dissemination activities, testing, training, networking, etc.

Confapi DIH supports SMEs by making a customized plan for them with the ultimate goal of boosting their

digitalization process and/or developing their digital services or innovative products.

Confapi DIH activity in individuation of funding opportunities focuses on SMEs projects and ideas.

Confapi DIH monitors all call for proposals - in particular cascade funding opportunities - in order to verify if any

fits on SMEs’ needs. Then a customized process is implemented to guide the enterprise on the whole submission

process. If the project is granted, the DIH supports SMEs with all innovative and digital services.

The economic resources of the UOLD project derive from a cascade funding program: DIH4AI Open Call 2



DIH journey with Open Calls / Cascade funding 

Considering SMEs’ needs,

proposals, ideas, projects,

etc., Confapi DIH monitors

calls for proposal and EU-

funding opportunities

Through a matchmaking

service, Confapi DIH finds

the proper financial

opportunities for its SMEs.

When a funding opportunity

fits with a SME's idea, a

meeting is organized to

assess the proposal's

feasibility before applying for

funding.

If the assessment 

is positive and the idea meets 

all the call requirements, 

Confapi DIH supports the 

company in developing the 

project.

If the idea partially meets the 

call's requirements, the DIH will 

provide recommendation/service 

to improve the proposal.

In case of negative assessment,

Confapi DIH supports the

company offering tailor-made

services (training paths, etc.)



SMEs challenges/ DIH solutions

The SMEs does not have IT experts or highly-skilled personnel

to develop the project/idea.

The company does not have the proper facilities to test its 

prototypes, new technology, products, etc. 

The company does not have a proper organizational structure

for applying for the funding opportunity.

Within the SME, there is a lack of foreign language skills.

Confapi DIH will look for an IT expert or a consultant to hire to

support the company for the duration of the project.

Confapi DIH will look for an IT expert or a consultant to hire to

support the company for the duration of the project.

Confapi DIH will look for an IT expert or a consultant to hire to

support the company for the duration of the project.

Confapi DIH will look for an IT expert or a consultant to hire to

support the company for the duration of the project.

Confapi DIH supports its associated SMEs in finding investments and funds by providing the services

needed to overcome their challenges.

SME’s challenges DIH solutions 



Accessing funding from the Open Call 2 DIH4AI

▪ UrbyetOrbit made an internal selection of calls and found DIH4AI Open Call 2

▪ UrbyetOrbit got in touch with the DIH of Confapi

▪ Together they made a plan – goals, budget, matrix, and respective roles - and drafted the project

▪ After the revision of the draft, they submitted it and applied for the call

▪ This mechanism is also useful for creating networks and new connections between SMEs and DIHs

▪ The Consortium’s advisors assess the project proposal and then, in case of success, the auditor communicates the positive 
assessment

▪ The parties stipulate a Grant Agreement with the objectives and partners’ roles. Usually, cascade funding, is simplified to be 
more SME-friendly

▪ During the implementation of the project, there are deliverables which verify the progresses

▪ The rules of each call determine the concession of the funding. For example, the funding can arrive in three stages 
(corresponding to progress on the project) or one-off

▪ DIH4AI is an important opportunity for UrbyetOrbit: through this funding program, the company has implemented one 
of its innovative ideas



Takeways

▪ DIH increases its range of services;

▪ DIH expands its network;

▪ DIH increases its visibility on specific

platforms, such as AI4EU and DIH4Industry;

▪ DIH can count on new innovative services,

products, and solutions to propose and/or sell

to associated and non-associated companies;

▪ Cascade fundings and EU projects are a tool

of associative marketing.

Confapi DIH UrbyetOrbit

▪ Networking for commercial solution proposals

▪ Financing experimentation in AI

▪ Integrating Financial Investment Risk

evaluation based on Satellite Data

▪ Extend the services portfolios

▪ Extend the submission capacity for R&D calls



UOLD’s main objective for this call was to develop a Self-supervised

learning (SSL) AI algorithm for Computer Vision (CV) to be applied

to the current UrbyetOrbit WEB decision support system (DSS) to

combine Earth observation and geospatial data with other datasets

for in-depth policy analysis and economic decisions.

The UOLD project 

Thanks to the DIH4EU support, UrbyetOrbit has been able to build a 

prototype used to increase the Satellite Data resolution and combine it 

with cadastral information to provide advanced land management 

services.

Objective 

Results  

Wind Speed

Pollution Map

Land Usage



Outcome

As output of the experiment, the UOLD project will become a platform where micro land areas are digitalized in every of their aspects

which are recognizable with 2.5m px to px resolution, allowing a clear planning of impacts for development, current maintenance

operations, natural risks, and variations of environmental aspects.

5m Resolution 

data extracted from 

Google

The Super-resolution is

able to increment the

resolution supporting

the land automated

classification via

recognizing the element

type due to a more

accurate definition.





DIH4AI - AI4Clearance
OPEN CALL 1
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2.1 Technical specifications, architecture and Data Pipeline 

document (M4) v0.3

•

•
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1. Cascade Funding

Specialized Expertise and Network: DIH4AI is a consortium with a proven track record of effectively 
coordinating experiments in the field of AI. By receiving funding through DIH4AI, AI4Clearance gains access to a 
network of experts, researchers, and organizations with a deep understanding of AI technologies and their 
application in customs clearance processes. This ensures that the project benefits from the latest 
advancements and best practices in the field.

European Commission Endorsement: Being selected by DIH4AI for funding with European Commission 
resources is a significant vote of confidence in the viability and potential impact of the AI4Clearance project. 
This endorsement not only provides financial support but also lends credibility and recognition to the project's 
objectives and approach.

Alignment with EU Priorities: The AI4Clearance project directly addresses a pressing issue faced by EU 
governments - the modernization of customs clearance processes in the age of online shopping. This aligns 
with EU priorities of enhancing digitalization and efficiency in customs operations, ultimately contributing to 
the broader goal of a more integrated and streamlined European market.
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1. Cascade Funding

Tackling Revenue Losses: The project addresses a critical concern for EU governments - the significant 
revenue losses resulting from inefficient clearance of low-value goods. By upgrading IT systems and 
automating data processing, AI4Clearance aims to substantially reduce these losses, directly benefiting public 
finances.

Technological Innovation: Cascade funding allows AI4Clearance to leverage cutting-edge AI technologies for 
automating document recognition, classification, and data extraction. This innovation not only accelerates 
customs clearance but also showcases the potential of AI in addressing complex administrative challenges.

The collaboration with AI4EU and DIH4AI platforms amplifies the potential impact of the project. By 
disseminating the results within the European AI community, AI4Clearance facilitates knowledge transfer to 
customs clearance offices, import/export SMEs, and intermediaries. This broad dissemination ensures that 
the advancements made by the project have a far-reaching influence, ultimately benefiting a wide range of 
stakeholders involved in customs operations.
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2.1 Technical specifications, architecture and Data Pipeline 

document (M4) v0.3

•

•

•

•

•

•
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2.3 Description of the Experimentation and measurement of the 

Technical and Business KPIs (M8)
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2.3 Description of the Experimentation and measurement of the 

Technical and Business KPIs (M8)
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2.3 Description of the Experimentation and measurement of the 

Technical and Business KPIs (M8)
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2.4 Detail on Dissemination Activities, Exploitation Plan 
and Material (M8)
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2.4 Detail on Dissemination Activities, Exploitation Plan 
and Material (M8)
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2.4 Detail on Dissemination Activities, Exploitation Plan 
and Material (M8)
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2.4 Detail on Dissemination Activities, Exploitation Plan 
and Material (M8)
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2.4 Detail on Dissemination Activities, Exploitation Plan 
and Material (M8)



Q&A

68



THANK YOU
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